


Beneficiary Designation and Transfer on Death: Payable/Transfer on Death 

(POD/TOD) accounts, and beneficiary designation forms on assets provide a 

probate avoidance tool. This technique allows you to retain complete control over 

the asset while living but transfers it to a named beneficiary upon death.

Real Estate Deed Transfers: Retitling a deed to a new owner, adding a joint owner, 

or transferring ownership while retaining the right to use and enjoy the real 

estate/home for the rest of your life (Life Estate Deed) can avoid probate. As with 

all asset transfers, tax implications need to be considered before retitling an asset.

We strive to help clients avoid probate through proactive estate planning that meets 

their individual goals. Whether your only asset is a home or if you have multiple homes 

and extensive financial holdings, it’s essential to review how title is held on each asset 

and determine whether the asset must pass through probate for your heirs to inherit.

Our team helps Virginia individuals create estate plans to help avoid or reduce probate. 

We are happy to discuss the options that make the most sense for your situation. 

Contact Jennifer Porter Law, PLLC, at (571) 532-9070 today to start planning your 

estate and protect your legacy.
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